Tech4ED Named as a Finalist in IDC’s Fifth Annual Smart City Asia Pacific
Awards 2019

A total of 57 projects across Asia/Pacific* competing to be named as the best in 12 Smart
City functional categories
MANILA, May 8th, 2019 – IDC Government Insights Asia/Pacific announced that Department
of Information and Communications Technology’s (DICT) Tech4ED Program has been chosen
as one of the finalists in the annual IDC Smart City Asia/Pacific Awards (SCAPA) 2019 under
the category of Education.
The Technology for Education, Employment, Entrepreneurs and Economic Development
(Tech4ED) Project is a national digital inclusion initiative establishing eCenters that provide
critical e-government and ICT-enabled services in communities with minimal or no access to
information and government services. The program aims to establish sustainable Tech4ED
Centers nationwide as a delivery channel for relevant ICT-enabled services and content for socioeconomic development of unserved and underserved communities towards improving quality of
life. The project shall continue to ensure equal access of both men and women to information,
communication, technology, government services, non-formal education/alternative learning,
skills training, job markets, and business portals through the Tech4ED Centers and its platform.
“The Philippines is clearly on the digital transformation journey. Within the next two to three
years, we expect to see at least 30% of organizations across the country will transform their
respective markets and reimagine the future through innovative business models and digitally
enabled products and services. As a result, the changes that technology brings will impact not
only our economy but also society in general. However, the Philippines is currently experiencing
a challenge with talent in sharpening their digital skills,” says Randy Roberts, Head of Operations
IDC Philippines.
Roberts adds, “According to IDC Survey, the top future skills required by business leaders in
the Philippines include digital skills, IT and programming skills, adaptability and continuous
learning, as well as analytical skills. The demand for these skills here is higher than the existing
supply. We see that DICT’s Tech4ED is an impressive platform as it continues efforts to narrow
the digital talent gap in the country. The development of more digital skills will benefit the
country’s economy massively as the nation’s human resources will be improved and they can
develop the required competitive edge.”
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The IDC Smart City Asia Pacific Awards (SCAPA) was created to identify, benchmark and
gather citizen opinion through public voting on the best projects each year across 12 functional
smart city strategic domains. It is an intensive six-month process that tracks and evaluates
hundreds of smart city initiatives in Asia/Pacific.
The award categories are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Administration
Civic Engagement
Digital Equity and Accessibility
Economic Development, Tourism, Arts, Libraries, Culture, Open Spaces
Education
Public Health and Social Services
Public Safety (Disaster Response / Emergency Management and Smart Policing)
Smart Buildings
Smart Water
Sustainable Infrastructure
Transportation (Connected & Autonomous Vehicles, Public Transit, Ride-Hailing/
Ride-Sharing and Transportation Infrastructure)
Urban Planning and Land Use

Out of over 170 smart city project submissions from public and private enterprises in the Asia
Pacific, only the top 57 projects were named as finalists and qualify for public voting as the
second phase in the selection of the annual IDC Smart City Asia Pacific Awards (SCAPA).
IDC invites the public to vote on these finalists at www.idc.com/ap/smartcities through the 28th
of May 2019. Citizens who participate in public voting will stand a chance to win a Samsung
Galaxy S10+ through an electronic raffle draw to be held after the Asia/Pacific winners have
been announced.
Figure 1

Figure 1. Citizens can vote for their top projects through the IDC Smart City Website from 7-28
May 2019.
The Asia/Pacific winners for each category are decided based on IDC analysts’ benchmarking,
public voting, and judging from an International Advisory Council. The winners will be
announced in July 2019 with their projects pitted against the other regional winners in IDC’s
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smart city competitions around the world for the opportunity to be named the global IDC smart
city champion for one of 12 categories.
For more information on the methodology for the Smart City Asia Pacific Awards, please
contact Gerald Wang at gwang@idc.com. For public voting-related questions or media queries,
please contact Glorie Andrea Perez gperez@idc.com or Alvin Afuang aafuang@idc.com. Visit
the Smart City website www.idc.com/ap/smartcities for updates.
*Note: Asia Pacific excluding Japan
- Ends –
About IDC Government Insights
IDC Government Insights assists government policy, program, and IT leaders, as well as the
suppliers who serve them, in making more effective technology decisions by providing accurate,
timely, and insightful fact-based research and consulting services. Staffed by senior analysts with
decades of government and IT industry experience, our global research analyzes and advises on
business and technology issues facing the Federal/Central and local/provincial Governments.
International Data Corporation (IDC) is the premier global provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events for the information technology market. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG,
the world’s leading technology, media, research, and events company. For more information,
please visit www.idc-gi.com
About IDC
International Data Corporation (IDC) is the premier global provider of market intelligence,
advisory services, and events for the information technology, telecommunications, and consumer
technology markets. With more than 1,100 analysts worldwide, IDC offers global, regional, and
local expertise on technology and industry opportunities and trends in over 110 countries. IDC's
analysis and insight helps IT professionals, business executives, and the investment community
to make fact-based technology decisions and to achieve their key business objectives. Founded
in 1964, IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world's leading technology media, research, and events
company. To learn more about IDC, please visit www.idc.com. Follow IDC on Twitter at @IDC.
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About IDC
IDC is the premier global provider of market intelligence, advisory services, and
events for the information technology and telecommunications industries. IDC helps IT
professionals, business executives, and the investment community make fact-based
decisions on technology purchases and business strategy. Over 775 IDC analysts in
50 countries provide global, regional, and local expertise on technology and industry
opportunities and trends. For more than 40 years, IDC has provided strategic insights
to help our clients achieve their key business objectives. IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the
world's leading technology media, research, and events company. You can learn more
about IDC by visiting http://www.idc.com/.
IDC is a subsidiary of IDG, the world’s leading technology media, research, and events
company. Additional information can be found at www.idc.com.
All product and company names may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their
respective holders.
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